The Elixir
thousand miles to where he sat on the Oxus, that he might he^
from him the secret of immortality? If there were sages in China,
they were to be found also in Persia, for the Mohammedans of
these regions yielded nothing to the Chinese in their knowledge of
arcane lore. We may be sure that the Doctor had first convinced
Thiri-thu-dhamma that he was that rarity, an authentic sage? and
therefore that when he announced his knowledge of the hidden
way by which the king might obtain his desires, he was believed
without amazement, but with joy and excitement.
Manrique gives the terms of the Doctor's offer. 4I can make
your Majesty invisible and invincible so that not only will you be
safe from the death prophesied to follow your coronation, but you
will obtain possession of the vast empire of the Mughal and of the
kingdoms of Burma and Siam.' To become Lord of India and
Further India was to be as great a monarch as the Emperor of
China. In 1654 the Ming dynasty was tottering and like to fall—it
fell ten years later to a bandit and then to a barbarian. The Doctor
may well have promised China to Thiri-thu-dhamma. Indeed,
Manrique hints that he boasted himself able to give everything
which imagination could conjure. The colloquy will have re-
sembled that in La Vie tres horrifique du Grand Gargantua,
published exactly a hundred years before, where King Picrochole
is incited by the Duke of Menuail, Count Spadassin, and Captain
Merdaille to emulate Alexander, Master of the Universe.
But after a while the King, calming himself somewhat, asked
for particulars. By what means would the Doctor make him in-
visible and invincible, invulnerable alike to hurt by men or
spirits?
1 By means of an elixir,J reported the Doctor. This was the answer
for which the King had hoped. It was well known that a medicine
of the proper constituents, if taken internally or applied as an
ointment, would give a man supernatural powers. Tattooing with
magical squares might also effect this, but an elixir was more cer-
tain, more suited to royalty, far rarer. The King was pleased it was
to be an elixir.
'But/ said the Doctor, 'the elixir I propose 16 not easy to com-
pound. The ingredients are difficult to get.'
The King had not thought their procurement yvould be easy.
An elixir capable of giving him victory over the Great Mughal
would certainly have to be composed of rarities* fie would have
been disillusioned, have doubted, had the Doctor suggested it was
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